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Marin County 
Marin County serves over 35,000 PreK-14 public school students in small to mid-size, rural and suburban 
districts.  Like schools throughout California, Marin schools serve a diverse population of students and 
families, including immigrants and English Language Learners. 
 
Joint Legislative Advisory Committee (JLAC) 
JLAC is a countywide committee of superintendents and elected school board members advocating on behalf 
of public school children in Marin County. 
 
Recognizing the challenges and limited resources of our state education system, JLAC is committed to focusing 
on top actionable priorities that will enable Marin’s students to be provided with the best possible education 
programs. 
 

ACTIONABLE AND IMMEDIATE CONCERNS 

 

1.  Pension Liabilities and School Funding 

 JLAC continues to urge the legislature to address pension liabilities as a statewide issue so districts will 
not be required to use their restoration, base or supplemental Local Control and Accountability Plan 
(LCAP) funds to pay for increasing pension obligations. We are supportive of the governor's plan to 
make a one-time supplemental contribution toward CalSTRS long-term liabilities. The current and 
expected STRS and PERS rate increases continue to have an inverse impact on the restoration of pre-
recession funding levels and on a district’s ability to adequately implement their educational priorities. 
These increases, over which School Boards have no control, were not negotiated, nor contemplated at 
the local level, have effectively absorbed all of the restoration or gap closure increases in school 
funding by the state.  
 

 JLAC strongly advocates for an increase in school funding through increased LCAP base grant that 
would put our school funding on par with the top 10 states. While California is the fifth largest 
economy in the world, its per-pupil spending on public education is on par with the bottom 10 states in 
the United States. With restoration of funding in 2018 and inflation, California remains toward the 
bottom in state comparisons. Fair and full funding for our schools is necessary to provide baseline 
education such as full implementation of common core and next generation science standards, and to 
address emergent needs such as student mental health, school safety, and special education. 
 

2. Special Education 
JLAC advocates for the protection of Special Education Local Plan Areas and maintaining the current funding 
structure.  If special education funding were included in the Local Control Funding Formula (LCFF) based 
grant, it will impede basic aid districts from providing a Free Appropriate Public Education (FAPE). 
 

JLAC also supports the reduction of Unwarranted Claims and unilateral placements. In order to help districts 
manage excessive special education costs often associated with private school placement, reasonable 
restrictions should be placed into statute that require districts and parents to create and implement 



 

Individualized Education Programs (IEP) providing an opportunity to deliver FAPE for students, before 
families can unilaterally place their children in a private school environment and request reimbursement. 

 
   3.  Early Childhood Education 
   JLAC agrees with the governor that quality early childhood education is essential for lifelong academic and 

social success. We too believe that high-quality early learning and care are essential to ensuring 
kindergarten readiness, developing positive social-emotional skills, and improving graduation rates. One in 
every three children in Marin does not attend preschool, often due to the high cost for families, resulting in 
50% of children from economically disadvantaged families starting school ready to learn versus 75% from 
families who are not low income. The mandate to close this gap, while clear, must be approached in a 
manner that avoids creating other problems. Providing additional preschool funding is essential to ensure 
every student is ready for kindergarten. 
 
Further, the teacher shortage is already dire in K-12. What creative partnerships can be marshaled - perhaps 
with our community colleges - to ramp up the ranks of preschool teachers? We stand ready to work with the 
governor to find solutions to these issues in order to truly level the playing field for our youngest learners.  

 
4.   Charter Schools  
School board trustees have a duty to wisely spend public tax dollars on the best education possible for the 
children in their district. We advocate for legislation requiring that the Brown Act, the Public Records Act, 
the Political Reform Act and Government Code Section 1090 apply to charter schools and that charters 
schools are held to high standards of good governance.  Good governance means:  

 Meetings are open to the public 
 Documents accessible to the public 
 Board members disclosing their financial interests  
 Boards prohibited from entering into a contract that may financially benefit one of its members  
 Scheduling of charter reviews during the school year when districts are fully staffed 

It is in the State’s interest that good governance practices are in place related to charter schools and that 
all public education funding is directly benefitting students. 

  5.  School Construction and Modernization  
In November 2016, Californians passed Proposition 51, a statewide school bond measure that authorized 

$7 billion in general obligation bonds for the construction and modernization of public school facilities. 

Proposition 51 was the first statewide school bond passed since Proposition 1D in 2006. Due to the past 

administration's reluctance to add to the state's debt, less than 20 percent of the $7 billion in the 

Proposition 51 bond for the state’s K-12 schools has been allocated, despite an approximate $4.5 billion 

backlog currently submitted to the Office of Public School Construction (OPSC).  

JLAC urges the legislature to support the governor's plans to release 1.5 billion in additional Proposition 51 
funding for school construction as any further delay will lead to the escalation of costs to unaffordable 
levels, due to the demands on the building industry coming from the state-wide wildfires over the past 
several years.  


